
ADVENT 2020

HOPE IS BORN

Weekly Devotional Guide

2020 has been a difficult year, full of adversity and confusion.  It has been easy to get 
discouraged, and easy to despair.  But a core message of Christmas is that there is hope.  There is 
hope for each one of us, hope for healing, for wholeness, for joy, and for love.  Even in the dark 
places, light now shines.  As we celebrate Christmas and this birth of a promised child, we can 
find a powerful hope in a God who has not abandoned the world, but has come into it.  In the 
advent of Jesus, hope is born.  I invite you this holiday season to explore this message of hope 
with us.

This set of weekly devotions is a resource that you can use at home by yourself or with 
your family.  We also hope that it can be a point of broader community connection as posts and 
videos are shared online on the Silverdale Church Facebook page.  However, you choose to 
engage, we hope this resource will bring hope and encouragement to you this holiday season.
  

– Pastor Matthew
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Week of Nov. 29th – Jesus is our hope for healing.

Isaiah 9:2-7 The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of
deep darkness a light has dawned. You have enlarged the nation and increased their joy; they rejoice
before you as people rejoice at the harvest, as warrior’s rejoice when dividing plunder. For as in the 
day of Midian’s defeat, you have shattered the yoke that burdens them, the bar across their 
shoulders, the rod of their oppressor. Every warrior’s boot used in battle and every garment rolled in
blood will be destined for burning, will be fuel for the fire. For to us a child is born, to us a son is 
given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, 
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the greatness of his government and peace there 
will be no end. He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it 
with justice and righteousness from that time on and forever. The zeal of the LORD Almighty will 
accomplish this.

The prophet Isaiah spoke hope into a dark place.  When it seemed that God’s people were 
crushed, Isaiah declared the coming of a mighty savior.  Today, we also need this word of 
encouragement as we strain under the shadow of a broken and hurting world.  Though the 
darkness would try to overwhelm us, we must remember that the light has begun to shine and it 
will only get brighter.  Jesus, the promised hero, the one who will reign on David’s throne and 
over his kingdom and establish righteousness forever, has come and is coming again.  He is our 
hope.  We look forward, with confidence and great anticipation, to that day when He fully 
triumphs over evil

John 1:5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.

I invite you to find a dark room or space and then light a candle or turn on a small light.  
Consider the way that the light repels the darkness.  Sit in that place and pray for areas of our 
world that need the light of heaven to shine, that need more of the presence of Jesus.  Pray also for
God to help you see the ways that He is working in your life and world, the ways that Jesus is 
pushing back darkness right now.

Then turn on a big light or step into a brighter space.  Remember that this is God’s promise
to us in Jesus—that there will be a day with no more dark and no more night.



Week of Dec. 6th – Jesus is our hope for peace.

Ezekiel 34:22-31 “I will save my flock and they will no longer be plundered. … I will place over 
them one shepherd, my servant David, and he will tend them; he will tend them and be their 
shepherd. I, the Lord, will be their God, and my servant David will be prince among them. I, the Lord,
have spoken. I will make a covenant of peace with them and rid the land of savage beasts so that 
they may live in the wilderness and sleep in the forests in safety. I will make them and the places 
surrounding my hill a blessing. I will send down showers in season; there will be showers of blessing. 
The trees will yield their fruit and the ground will yield its crops; the people will be secure in their 
land.  … [Yes,] you are my sheep,” declares the Sovereign Lord, “the sheep of my pasture, and I am 
your God.”

Our hope for prosperity and fullness of life is in the reign of Jesus.  We should look to Him 
each day, because it is through Jesus that God’s blessings of peace and well-being are poured out.  
He is the One who can care for us fully and completely.  Silly sheep, we are often anxious about 
many things and chase after all manner of things in our pursuits of happiness, but our good 
shepherd knows how to take care of us.  We can trust Him.  We can wait on Him to bring the peace
and wholeness that our hearts long for.  

John 10:10 A thief comes only to steal and to kill and to destroy. I have come so that they may 
have life and have it in abundance.

I encourage you to receive the peace of the Lord today.  Find rest in the sureness of His 
loving care for you and know that the things He has planned for you are good.  He wants to give 
you life in abundance.  Allow that truth to fill you with hope.  

Then go take a walk and as you walk pray for others in our community to experience the 
peace, abundance, and life that Jesus has for them.  



Week of Dec. 13th – Jesus is our hope for joy.

Isaiah 35:1-6 The desert and the parched land will be glad; the wilderness will rejoice and 
blossom. Like the crocus, it will burst into bloom; it will rejoice greatly and shout for joy. The glory of
Lebanon will be given to it, the splendor of Carmel and Sharon; they will see the glory of the Lord, 
the splendor of our God. Strengthen the feeble hands, steady the knees that give way; say to those 
with fearful hearts, “Be strong, do not fear; your God will come, he will come with vengeance; with 
divine retribution he will come to save you.” Then will the eyes of the blind be opened and the ears of
the deaf unstopped. Then will the lame leap like a deer, and the mute tongue shout for joy.  

The coming of the Lord brings joy.  The coming of the Lord brings healing and restoration.  
Are you weak, weary, or afraid?  Then remember this: our God is coming! The day of rejoicing is 
on its way.  Jesus has promised to make all things new and He will follow through.  The miracles 
He performed at His first coming prove that He is able.  Jesus opened the eyes of the blind and 
raised the dead.  We can hope in Him for all that He has promised.  We can rejoice in what He will 
do and in what He has already done for us—pardoning our sin and bringing us back to the Father. 
Be glad this week as we celebrate the hope that we have in Jesus.

Philippians 1:4-6 In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy,...being confident of 
this, that He who started a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ 
Jesus.

This has always been an especially encouraging word to me: God will finish what He 
started.  I suggest that you take a moment to recall what God has already done in sending His Son 
Jesus into the world and what He has already done in your life.  Answer the question: When have 
you experienced His grace and His presence in the past?  Then remember: The good work that He 
has started He will finish.  The redeeming of the world that has begun with the birth of Jesus will 
be brought to completion.  That is exciting and a reason to rejoice!  I encourage you to make some 
extra space this week to praise the Lord in song.  Find a few good Christmas hymns and joyfully 
celebrate the goodness of our God.  



Week of Dec 22nd – Jesus is our hope for love.

Ezekiel 37:21-22, 24, 27 Say to them, “This is what the Sovereign LORD says: I will take the 
Israelites out of the nations where they have gone. I will gather them back into their own land. I will 
make them one nation in the land on the mountains of Israel.  There will be one king over all of them
and the will never again be two nations or be divided into two kingdoms. … My servant David will be
king over them, and they will all have one shepherd…. My dwelling place will be with them; I will be 
their God, and they will be my people.

Here Ezekiel declares the two-fold restoration of God’s people.  One, that their time of exile
will end, meaning that they will be reconciled to God.  And, two, that they (Judah and Israel) will 
be reconciled to each other and joined again into a single nation.  This shows us that Jesus, the 
single king that Ezekiel foresaw, restores our relationships both with God and with each other. 
Jesus replaces enmity with love.  He not only saves us from our sins, but thereby also brings us 
into the family of God where we are accepted and loved.  Wow! 

In the grace of Christ, the fellowship and intimacy that we long for, both with God and with 
each other, becomes possible.  In the face of an increasing isolated and fragmented culture, we are
reminded that we belong together in a loving community and that Jesus is making that happen.  
He is building a kingdom of love that stands apart from the division and estrangement 
characteristic of the kingdoms of this world.  Jesus is our hope for a beloved community.  

1 Corinthians 13:4-7 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not 
proud. It does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of 
wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It always protects, always trusts, 
always hopes, always perseveres.

I invite you to consider how this powerful exposition of love makes explicit who God is and
the attitudes that define His kingdom.  Is this the kind of love you long to experience?  Is this the 
kind of community you want to be a part of?  Pray this week for the love of Jesus to be multiplied. 

I also encourage you to find a way that you can show kindness to someone else.  One idea 
is to make a paper heart and give it away.  Find some instructions at 
https://www.origamiway.com/simple-origami-heart.shtml.  Love because He first loved us.

https://www.origamiway.com/simple-origami-heart.shtml


December 24th – Hope is Born; Jesus is here.

Isaiah 40:9-11 You who bring good news to Zion, go up on a high mountain. You who bring good
news to Jerusalem, lift up your voice with a shout, lift it up, do not be afraid; say to the towns of 
Judah, “Here is your God!” See, the Sovereign Lord comes with power and he rules with a mighty 
arm. See, his reward is with him, and his recompense accompanies him. He tends his flock like a 
shepherd: He gathers the lambs in his arms and carries them close to his heart; he gently leads those
that have young.

Do not be afraid or discouraged.  But proclaim the good news: the Christ has come.  Hope 
has been born.  The Lord has remembered His people.  He has not lost sight of you.  Jesus has 
come and, by His Spirit, He is present forever.  He is your strong, yet gentle, shepherd, who carries
you close to His heart.  So rejoice and be glad.  Jesus is here.  He is our wonderful Savior and 
everlasting Lord.

Luke 2:8-14 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their 
flocks at night. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them,
and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that 
will cause great joy for all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he 
is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying 
in a manger.” Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God 
and saying,

“Glory to God in the highest heaven,
    and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.”

The angels declared that the birth of Jesus was good news for all people.  How is His birth 
good news for you?  I encourage you to draw a picture, take a photo, or otherwise visually portray
an aspect of the hope you find in Jesus this Christmas.  Do it as an act of worship and thank Jesus 
for who He is.


